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III. BEMARKS 

Claims 1-33 are cuiremly pending. Tbe Office Action has been received and 
carefully considered. Reconsideration of the assertions made in the Office Action 
is respectfully requested based on the following remarics. 

The Office Action requires that AppUcants elect among "one species from 
the summary of the invention (paragraphs 0005 to 0028). iheie are approximately 
1 10 diiferem embodiments described. Tbe species are independent or distinct 
because differem species/embodiments require different search queries." Office 
Action. Page 2. 

On April 13. 2006, Applicants' representative contacted Examiner Baxter 
requesting clarification regarding the election requirement. Examiner Baxter 
informed AppUcants' representative that, in view of tbe large number of species 
disclosed in the Summary of the Invention, an election to one of those species was 
required. The Examiner further informed Applicants' representative that all claims 
may be elected so long as an election to one of the species in the Summary of the 
invention was made. Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for the courtesy 
extended to Applicants' representative. 

According to the MPEP. in requiring an election of species, the foUowing 

actions should be taken: 

(A) Identify generic claims or indicate that no generic claims are 
present. See MPEP § 806.04(d) for definition of a generic clami. 
(Tix ri^nri Y identify each . . . of the d isclogH speries to which claims 
.rP robe restricted . The species are preferably identified as the 
species of figures 1, 2. and 3 or tbe species of examples I. U. and Ul' 
rSpectively. In tiie absence of distinct figures or examples to identity 
the several species, die mechanical means, the particular matenal, or 
other distinguishing characteristic of the species should be stated for 
each species identified. If the species cannot be convenientiy 
identified, the claims may be grouped in accordance with the species 
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to which ihey are restricted. Provide reasons why the species are 

independent or distinct. 
MPEP 809.02(a) (emphasis added). The Office Action has not provided this 
information to Applicants. SpecificaUy, other than a vague reterence to paragraphs 
0005-0028 of the Summary of the Invention, the Office Action has not provided 
any information regarding the scope of the election requirement. For example, no 
figures, examples, or distinguishing features pertaining to the allegedly patentably 
distinct species have been identified. Therefore, because the allegedly patentably 
distinct species have not been clearly identified. AppUcants submit that this 

restriction is improper. 

In addition, the Office Action has faUed to provide any reasons why the 
restriction is proper. Because no allegedly patentably distinct species have been 
identified for restriction. AppUcants cannot determine whether there are any valid 
i^asons for restriction. In sum, AppUcants respectfiiUy request that this restriction 

requirement be withdrawn. 

Although no allegedly patentably distinct species have been identified, 
AppUcants nevertheless note that claims 1-33 are summarized in Paragraph 0028 
of the Summary of the invention. In the event that dependent claims 2-33 are 
aUeged to be directed to patemably distinct species, independem claim I is generic 
lo these claims. Therefore. AppUcants elect the species summarized in Paragraph 
0028 (claims 1-33), witii traverse, for prosecution on the merits. 



PAGE 12/13 * RCVD AT 4118/2006 12:25:22 PM paslem Daylight Timel ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/14 * DNIS:27383flO « C8ID:"M048884190 « DURATION (inin-ss):04-16 



04-18-06 I1:30pin 



From-HUNTON AND WILLIAMS 



+4048884190 



T-7Z3 P. 13/13 F-024 



U.S. appuiCation no. lQ/esO7.070 
ATTORNEY DOCK42TNO. 64U8.000140 



IV. CONCLUSION 

No additional fee is beUeved to be required. Nevenbeless, in ihe event ib) 
ihe U.S. Patent and Trademark Office requires any additional fee, please charge 
such fee lo the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206. 



Hunion&WiUiamsU-P 
Intellectual Property Department 
1900 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, DC 20006-1109 
(202) 955-1500 (telephone) 
(202) 778-2201 (facsimile) 



Respectfully submitted, 
HUNTON & WEXI AMS 




April 18. 2006 



By: 
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